
It's the Filipino people Mr. President, not GMA or Corona
by Justin David G. Pineda

IT'S already February 2012 and the impeachment  trial  of  Chief  Justice  Renato Corona is  still  the 
highlight  of  everyday events  in  the government  and media.  But  unlike  Jeremy Lin's  sudden hype 
because of his skill, [1] the impeachment is like a paid advertisement to sway people's minds to rebel 
against  “betrayal  of public  trust.”  However,  even though the Filipinos have a  hasty generalization 
mentality, day by day it changes due to extreme lack of capability both skill and evidence that the 
prosecution has been showing in the trial. [11]

Not a few people will conclude that whoever is against the President of the Republic is a pro-
GMA person. You can see that everywhere in argumentation in social networking and media sites. It 
has always been argued that we deem wanted GMA to be liable for her sins to the country. Yes, I agree 
with these people 100%. If needed, then she should give back all the money she has allegedly stolen 
from the Filipinos and pay the price of her crimes in jail. But I always say that GMA is just one small 
part of the story of the Filipinos. Furthermore, saying that if you're anti-GMA then you should be pro-
PNoy is such an illogical statement.

On the GMA Case 
In the first place, I don't agree with how the government handled her arrest and even stopped 

her from leaving the country last November 2011. The issue there wasn't whether she will escape the 
country or not. The issue was whether the government followed the rule of law or not. [12] Let's always 
remember that  the court  would and should never  rule  based on speculations.  Speculations  include 
thinking that she will just escape or faking her illness. If that were true then there should be evidence. 
There was even no formal case filed by the government against her. Better yet, let's put ourselves in her 
shoes being barred from leaving the country even though no formal charge was filed. You're being 
blocked because of speculations. Wouldn't that sound unfair? It is not the fault of the court that they 
allowed GMA to leave. It is the fault of the government for failing to file a formal case against GMA. 
PNoy has been in his throne for more than a year already before this incident happen. He could've 
tasked his officials to spend time filing cases against GMA. But he spent those time just bragging and 
blaming  the  previous  administration  in  his  SONA justifying  that  he  cannot  do  much  because  the 
government funds were missing. He spent his time being a pot calling the kettle black.

In  the  February  23,  2012  trial  of  CJ  Corona,  Senator  Gringo  Honasan  asked  clarificatory 
questions to DOJ Sec. Leila De Lima regarding her disobedience on the Temporary Restraining Order 
(TRO) issue on the GMA case. De Lima explained that the DOJ Circular 41 gave them the power to 
issue a Watch List Order (WLO) to hold GMA. She admitted she defied the TRO and proceeded to 
block  her.  Sen.  Honasan  asked  if  there  should  be  a  “probable  cause”  in  determining  whether  an 
individual should be placed under WLO. The Secretary said no. But since she defied the TRO issued by 
the court, she was given a show-cause order why she shouldn't be held for contempt. The Senator then 
asked, why a show-cause order is needed. De Lima replied, “because there is due process.” 

How easy it is for the DOJ Secretary to issue a WLO without even determining a probable 
cause yet when she's the one with criminal liability, she's given a proper time to explain herself because 
of due process.

Days after the TRO incident, on November 18, 2011, the Pasay Regional Trial  Court (RTC), 
after recommendation from the DOJ-Comelec joint panel, issued a warrant of arrest against GMA. This 
move made the TRO useless and created a probable cause  against GMA. [7] However, ask yourself 
this:  Is  this  how  the  court  handles  a  case  against  an  accused?  The  moment,  the  same  day  the 
recommendation from the joint panel was released, the court has already determined a probable cause 
against the respondent. If you go to the Comelec office, you would see a lot of voluminous documents 
on the case yet they were able to issue an arrest warrant within 2 hours. Are they fast readers and fast 
typists? Days ago, the government was questioned on legal basis. In this case, they made the process 



look legal through technicalities. But would you call that due process? In the first place, would you call 
that ethical?

Of all these Filipino cases, how many of them are being attended to and being determined with 
a probable cause in just 2-hours? 

On the Corona case
PNoy's hate on Corona sitting as Chief Justice was first felt during the Presidential Inauguration 

when he chose  Associate  Justice  Conchita  Carpio-Morales  to  administer  the oath-taking  ceremony 
instead of the CJ.  [8] He continued mentioning the midnight appointment  of Corona and how his 
appointment will become a hindrance to the administration's plans for reform.

I personally didn't like Corona to become the Chief Justice when appointed by GMA on 2010. I 
believe that he shouldn't have even accepted the position. I wanted Senior Associate Justice Antonio 
Carpio [13] become the CJ. I've read his profile and decisions made and all were superb. Of course, in 
a legal argumentation, 2 lawyers will have 2 opposite arguments that have good points. For one side, a 
president can appoint a CJ when one vacates it. It so happened that CJ Puno's mandatory retirement 
was  on  May  2010  which  was  an  election  month.  [14]  On  another  side,  there  shouldn't  be  no 
appointments  due  to  election  ban.  Two  arguments  both  found  in  the  constitution.  And  so  the 
appointment became legal after decided by the Supreme Court. But I don't really think that it's the end 
of the world for PNoy. For me, what happened was part of democracy. One part of the government 
cannot always be on the same page of the other parts.

The President have been so consistent in criticizing and lambasting the CJ. The Judiciary, on the 
other hand, has always been silent and the least expressive to the public. The sympathy of the public 
went to the President especially because the CJ was appointed by an unpopular president. The President 
in return continued his acts.

Then came the Criminal Justice Summit on December 6, 2011 wherein both the CJ and the 
President  attended.  Instead  of  giving  a  talk  on Criminal  Justice,  the  President  slammed the  Chief 
Justice and the Supreme Court in its face. The CJ just kept silent, emotionless and calm. [6] But it was 
a sign that the President really wanted the CJ out. 

One  week  later,  188  Congressmen  signed  an  impeachment  complaint  of  Corona.  He  was 
impeached by the House of Representatives on 8 Articles of Impeachment. [5] It was a very fast move, 
just like how an arrest warrant was issued against GMA. Eight articles of impeachment were read, 
verified and signed by more than 188 representatives within 5 hours and transmitted to Senate.

The  trial  began  before  the  Senate  even  started.  After  filing  the  impeachment  complaint, 
members of the prosecution panel led by the Justice Committee Chair Niel Tupas Jr., they claimed that 
the CJ has amassed ill-gotten wealth and various properties beyond his capacity to pay as a Chief 
Justice. Days before the trial, the Land Registration Authority (LRA) released records and claimed that 
CJ  Corona  has  45 properties.  These  properties  were disclosed  by the prosecution  team in a  press 
conference.

For Malacañang's part, the President admitted urging the Congressmen to file the impeachment 
complaint.  I  really feel  that  they were expecting Corona to  resign because the plaintiff  admittedly 
claimed  that  impeachment  complaint  is  very  weak.  [31]  Other  signatories  of  the  complaint  also 
admitted that they didn't read the whole contents of the complaint and just relied on the Powerpoint 
made  by  Tupas.  [20]  PNoy for  his  part  started  drafting  replacements  for  Corona  even  when  the 
impeachment hadn't started yet. [21]

They never  knew that  CJ  Corona  will  not  give  up  easy and fight  back.  The  Chief  Justice 
answered all allegations one by one and even fired back to his critiques. High profile lawyers offered 
legal services pro-bono to defend him. [22]

And the prosecution team with more than 50 private lawyers have been humiliated publicly due 
to their lack of preparation and fishing expedition. They cried foul when Retired Associate Justice 
Serafin Cuevas, lead defense counsel, [2] had been very strict in following rules of court and evidence. 



He has been objecting a lot silencing the prosecution and ruining their plans of presenting a lot of 
witnesses and evidences which Cuevas claims as “immaterial, irrelevant and impertinent.” 

The reason why I'm personally against the removal of Chief Justice Corona in the Supreme 
Court is simply the cases filed were so weak that the accusers didn't even have any idea about what 
they complained about. [15] They're just pulling up people issuing subpoena to whoever they wanted. It 
pains me to see how these politicians embarrass a person without any concrete basis. But in a wider 
scope,  the  President  is  trying  to  become  a  dictator-  first  by controlling  the  executive,  second  by 
controlling  the  legislative  and  now  trying  to  control  the  judiciary.  This  plan  is  contrary  to  what 
democracy speaks about. He wants everybody in the government agree with him. If not,  he/she will be 
impeached or terminated. The worst part is, these offices affected by the impeachment focus more on 
the impeachment rather than their primary work- the Senate, the Congress (who has only 2 sessions in 
quorum last January), [32] the Judiciary (especially the Supreme Court) and the Office of the President.

So the question is: Is this the government that we want? A government that chases the allegedly 
bad without  the due process?  A government  that  promotes  character  assassination? A government, 
which Senator Bongbong Marcos defines, that enforces “selective justice?” [16]

On the Filipino case
Supposed GMA and Corona both are sent to jail hypothetically, what good will it bring to the 

Filipino people? Freedom? Growth in economy? Trust in government? [4] You answer.
The problem with the President is that he is too busy and obsessed catching who he thinks is 

bad  to  attain  peace.  He  wanted  to  build  a  “matuwid  na  daan.”  However,  catching  bad  guys  is 
supposedly the norm. Meaning to say, it should be given that for a country, it is peaceful. It is not 
something to brag or to give so much limelight. Because for Filipinos, a straight path is just the same 
with a zigzag path. Those are just 2 roads. Catching the bad guys won't bring the poor out of hunger. 
Putting GMA in jail won't increase the economic growth. Ousting Corona won't lower the oil prices and 
the primary commodities.

My point is simple. Let the courts handle these cases. End of story. Focus more on building the 
country  and  not  focus  on  persecuting  individual  people.  They  are  entitled  to  due  process  and 
presumption of innocence for God's sake.

The economy drastically went down months right after PNoy stepped in Malacañang. [9] He 
focused on a crusade to battle the corrupt but only there. He tighten the release of the taxpayer's money 
because he doesn't want the money to go in the pockets of the corrupt. But if you will not let the money 
go into cycle, then there won't be any improvements in the country at all. This is what is happening.

The  unemployment  rate  is  higher.  [10]  Children  who  go  to  school  are  lower.  [17]  Basic 
commodities are getting higher as well but he is not doing anything about it. If he's doing something 
about it, nobody knows. What people see in television is his love life and campaign against GMA and 
Corona. 

Does he have any concrete projects that are being/already implemented? If there are, what are 
they? Please don't tell me Condition Cash Transfers (CCT) amounting to PHP 21 Billion annually. [30]

Specifically, he must address concerns on education, employment, environment and technology. 
There are so many projects that can be done for those categories mentioned. But I see none.  

It's true that PNoy is doing selective justice. He does what he wants. He will humiliate anybody 
who is against him and defy the rule of law. There is no accountability on his part also. I remember the 
Qurino Grandstand Hostage taking last August 2010. A lot of Chinese tourists where killed including 
the hostage taker. The President didn't apologize for what happened because he said his administration 
did its best to help. [28] But did they? The Undersecretary for DILG Rico Puno was not terminated 
even if he didn't act properly during the hostage crisis. Puno is close friend who help campaigned him 
in the elections. [29]

When  the  presidential  speech  writer  Mai  Mislang  tweeted  various  derogatory  statements 
regarding Vietnam during their State Visit there, she was even defended by the President. [3] When his 



“kabarilan” Sec. Ronald Llamas was caught buying pirated DVD's and his car caught with an AK-47 
rifle, he wasn't fired. As a matter of fact, the President defended him. [24][26]

When the  NBI Director  Magtanggol  Gatdula,  was  allegedly involved in  a  kidnapping of  a 
Japanese alien, without proper conference or meeting, he was kicked out and humiliated in his office. 
Gatdula filed a TRO seeking to stop a preliminary investigation which perceived to be biased because 
of the DOJ panel doing reviews without getting his side. The court sided with Gatdula and issued a 
TRO. But the great Leila De Lima didn't follow it and continued with her investigation. [25]

The Retired Lieutenant Jovito Palparan who was accused by the government for kidnapping and 
killing of student activists was issued a WLO by the DOJ. He was following and attending the hearings 
set for him. When the WLO expired, he wanted to leave the country. Even if there are no pending cases 
on him and the WLO has already expired, he was still barred by Sec. De Lima. [27]

I mentioned these things because the President's campaign is for public trust and accountability. 
He tries to use force and power to put down his enemies who he thinks are criminals without the due 
process.  But  as  you can  see,  he  himself  runs  a  corrupted  administration.  He doesn't  discipline  or 
admonish incompetent and sinful officials he appointed for as long as they're his friends and do things 
that pleases him. While personal vendetta is being promoted, who in the 90 million Filipino people are 
benefiting from it? 

With all fairness to GMA, she did bring the economy through BPO's. She did build those roads 
in the North. She did something. [23] Public office is public trust. But public office has also other tasks 
other than establishing it as a public trust. In its essence it says for service of the public, not for the 
service of personal interests.

I'm deeply dismayed and bothered that our President has been a spoiled brat doing what he 
pleases in bigotry and conceitedness. Enough is said during the Sendong when he was partying when 
his people are dying in Mindanao. [33] Enough is said that he there was a flood control project there 
which he scrapped because it was GMA's project. Enough is said that he vetoed budget for Disaster 
Management program in the National Budget. [34]

What is next Mr. President? I respect democracy and I respect the millions of people who voted 
for PNoy. But he must serve not only for those who voted for him. When I chance upon my ITR I saw I 
paid more than a 100,000 Pesos for taxes yet I don't see even little improvements in our country. All I 
see and hear are complains and blames because of the corrupt past administration.              

I hope it's not all about politics and media sensation. The Filipinos deserve more than that. In 
the end I  ask this  current  government,  What  makes  you different  from what  you say is  a  corrupt 
administration if  yourselves don't  follow the law,  protect  your  own and neglect  the needs  of  your 
people?

The President is elected for the Filipino people and not to chase Arroyo and Corona.   
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